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notable diminution of Christ's said religion; having, besides
other their excellent conquests, now lately subdued and acquired
into their dominion, the two chief and most sure propugnacles
of Christendom, by reason whereof not only the realms of Naples,
Sicily, and other parts of Italy on the one side, but also the realms
of Poland, Hungary, and other parts of Germany, on the other
side, lie open, ready in manner to the prey and entry of the said
infidels to destroy and vanquish all the rest of the same; remem-
bering furthermore the damnable heresy of the Lutheran sect,
sustitate and brought up in the time of this division, tending
principally and chiefly to the withdrawing of the obedience of
the Church of Rome, and also of the governance, regiment and
supreme dignity of princes and all nobility; in such wise, as, if
by the special grace of Almighty God some direct, perfect and
most prudent way be not taken and remedy adhibited unto these
great inconveniences in time, not only greater and more sore
punishment, adversities, slanders, wars, hostilities, with general
trouble, dissension and division, not able to be remedied by the
heads and princes, are like to arise in brief time, but also, if God
put not His help hereunto, the whole Christendom is in evident
danger of utter perdition and ruin.

The King's Highness therefore, having most tender remorse
and respect unto the premises, knowing furthermore that the high
orgule, pride and insatiable ambition of the French Kings, which
of many days have contended by usurpation upon the countries,
patrimonies and rights of all other bordering upon their confines,
to aspire unto the monarchy of Christendom, hath been the chief,
principal and in manner only ground, cause and occasion of all
the said inconveniences, cannot think, imagine or believe other-
wise, but that by the thraldom, captivity, overthrow and taking
of the said French King, who of his own nature is inclined to as
much arrogance and extreme ambition as ever was King of
France; it is the pleasure of Almighty God to ordain and provide
a way, mean and introduction, how the tyranny, oppression and
excess of those that, directly or indirecdy, be enemies of Christ's
faith, may be suppressed and extinct, and the religion of Christerx-
iom again to flourish, increase and augment; which occasion
offered by Almighty God, if by the proceeding of other Christian
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